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JOE DICKSON, senior vice president of business development at Innovation Fuels, holds samples of pennycress (left) and camelina, which are being
grown at Critz Farms in Cazenovia to test whether their oil-rich seeds would work well in making biodiesel.

By Tim Knauss
Staf writer

Thursday afternoon, Cazenovia
farmer Matt Critz drove his tractor
over a freshly plowed, five-acre field
while reddish brown seeds from a
plant called camelina sprayed from a
spreader mounted on the back.

Camelina, which until recently
had been known primarily as a weed
in this country, produces a seed that
contains up to 40 percent oil. The oil
is not good to eat, but it can be used
to muke biodiesel — which explains
the planting.

Critz sowed the camelina as part
of an ongoing effort to solve the bio-
diescl industry’s biggest problem:
how to develop raw materials that
don’t compete for precious land with
food crops.

Ciritz, whose main crops are

pumpkins, Christma trees and nurs-
ery trees, was hired by biodiesel
company Innovation Fuels to plant
test plots this summicr of camelina
and pennycress, another weed with
an oil-rich seed that could be made
into biodiesel. Made rom vegetable
oil or animal fat. biodiesel can be
used as a substitute for home heating
oil or for diesel fuel 1 vehicles.

Innovation Fuels hopes to demon-
strate that camelina or pennycress, or
both, could be grown on underuti-
lized farmland — nex( to, or in rota-
tion with, food crops

If so. the new crops could provide
additional income for Central New
York farmers and a cheaper source
of biodiesel than the soybeans and
canola seeds that are most often used
now. said Joe Dickson, senior vice
president of business development at
Innovation Fuels.

DIESEL DREAMS

azenovia farmer grows twb kinds of weeds being tested as energy source

The proof is not in just yet. harvested by mid-June. allowing Up-
Innovation Fuels, which owns a state farmers time to plant corn or
40 million-gallon-per-year biodiesel | another traditional crop during the
facility in Newark, N.J.. began its SUMIMer growing season.
search for new feedstocks last fall. | That idea failed. Most of the pen-
The company got help from the New  nycress is just maturing now. leaving
York Farm Viability Institute, a non- oo little time to harvest it and plant
profit group that provided a $20.000  something else, Dickson said.
grant in hopes that Innovation would  This time around, Dickson said he
discover a new crop for farmers. is pursuing a different theory — that
Thus far. the effort has yielded farmers could grow two crops of
mixed results, Dickson said. pennycress over the summer. He ob-
Pennycress., a weed that typically  tained from Canada fast-growing

. germinates in the fall and matures in- pennycress that is expected to mature

the spring. was planted on several in 80 days, twice as fast as the vari-
test plots last fall, including ones at ety tested last fall. _ )
Morrisville State College and else- Critz’s field of camelina, which
where in Upstate New York. The should mature by October, is in-
plant grew well on some plots and tended to show whether the plant
poorly on others, and too slowly on  will grow in Central New York,
all of them, which has a wetter climate than the
Dickson had hoped to show that — Western states where its cultivation
pennycress sown in the fall could be TEST, PAGE D-4
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